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Albert Montgomery Kligman 
A lbert Montgomery Kligman celebrated his 70th birthday on March 17, 1986 marking the "infancy of my oId age" in the words of the master himself. Despite the passage of time, Albert maintains the physical strength, mental acuity, boundless energy, 
and optimism of one beginning a career rather than one who has 
devoted more than 40 years to the study of cutaneous biology. 
Albert Kligman obtained his Ph.D. in botany in 1942, his M.D. 
in 1947, and completed his residency training in 1951, all at the 
University of Pennsylvania. He has spent his entire career at Penn 
and achieved the rank of Professor of Dermatology in 1957. Be­
cause of age alone, he became Emeritus Professor in 1986. His 
accomplishments and devotion to the University of Pennsylvania 
resulted in the recent establishment of the Albert M. Kligman 
Professorship of Dermatology. In 1976, the Society of Investi­
gative Dermatology recognized his enormous contributions by 
awarding him its highest honor, the Stephen Rothman medal. 
During Al Kligman's career he published more than 500 pub­
lications on a wide variety of subjects. As a resident and a world 
authority on mushrooms, he described the use of the periodic 
acid-Shiff stain for identifying fungi with Herb Mescon, a fellow 
resident. His subsequent studies on the pathogenesis of tinea cap­
itis, on the hair cycle including the description of teleogen efHu­
vium, and on the anatomy of nails are true classics. Seminal 
contributions were subsequently made in cutaneous bacteriology, 
photobiology, contact allergic dermatitis, cutaneous toxicity, acne, 
and most recently in cutaneous aging. In most of these studies, 
AI Kligman made observations that challenged previous dogma, 
forcing other investigators throughout the world to follow his 
leads. The result frequently has been a rapid expansion of basic 
knowledge. He has been a leader in major advances in therapy 
such as the use of topical retinoic acid in acne and para-amino­
benzoic acid esters as sunscreens. 
While the body of investigative work achieved by Al Kligman 
would qualify him for membership in an "Investigative Der­
matology Hall of Fame, " perhaps his greatest contribution to the 
field has been his ability to attract, stimulate, and guide others to 
enter research dermatology. A perusal of his curriculum vitae 
reveals a long list of familiar names who were his coauthors while 
they were residents or research fellows. Whereas many came to 
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fear his eloquent, polysyllabic, and at times exceedingly painted 
criticism of their papers at meetings, those of us who worked 
with him remember his generous support and encouragement not 
only of our own work, but of that of young investigators at many 
other departments. Many dermatologists remember and cherish 
the short notes that Al would send them after reading or hearing 
their paper. These "epistles from Kligman" contained praise, en­
couragement, and an open invitation to visit his laboratory. The 
long list of students who felt the Kligman influence has extended 
well beyond the U.S.A. to many foreign countries. Those of us 
who trained at the University of Pennsylvania will always re­
member the famous "Kligman Journal Club, " a two-or-three­
times-a-week, hour-and-a-half review of the dermatologic lit­
erature. 
It is not likely that dermatology will ever have another Albert 
M. Kligman. Our specialty has progressed to the point where 
young investigators must find a focused area of work. The rapid 
expansion of technology and the increased numbers of investi­
gators who have discovered the value of the skin as a research 
tool make it virtually impossible for one person to be able to 
work in multiple areas at the same time no matter how much 
energy and intelligence is available. AI Kligman chose the right 
field at the right time. His enormous energy and "lust for knowl­
edge," as he describes his penchant for endless hours of work, 
allowed him to pursue a wide array of subjects that were essen­
tially black boxes as far as basic understanding. Dermatology is 
fortunate that he discovered the potential for research in skin and 
stimulated so many students to pursue a similar path. The work 
of his students will perpetuate his name. 
In this special issue of the Jot/mal of Investigative Dermatology, a 
series of review articles has been prepared by his former students. 
The variety of subjects speaks for itself. They are indicative of 
the wide range of areas his students have pursued and are pre­
sented in tribute to the master. 
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